[The etiopathogenesis of esophageal cancer].
Cancer of the oesophagus is a challenging clinical problem. Overall survival is poor, but patients who present early are eminently curable. Most cancers of the middle and upper oesophagus are squamous cell carcinoma. Adenocarcinoma is the most common cancer of the third of the oesophagus; this is not surprising when the usual distribution of Barrett's mucosa is considered. The geographical variation in the prevalence of oesophagus cancer is important. In most parts of the world, alcohol consumption and tobacco usage are the principal risk factors. Other risk factors have been identified in "the high-risk areas": a diet high in nitrosamines, deficient in trace elements, in vitamins (C.A, E) and the hereditary conditions like: Barrett's oesophagus, achalasia, caustic strictures.